Faculty of Fine Arts newsletter 
http://fofa.concordia.ca/site/finenews 


“Critical Citizenship” is a new feature profiling alumni. 
Please send alumni udpates to 
finenews@vax2.concordia.ca 


Rebecca Daczka - MFA 1998 

Rebecca Daczka studied at the Mel Hoppenheim School 
of Cinema. She also holds a B.A. in Architecture 1991 
from University of Michigan and was a Fulbright Scholar 
in Poland at the National Film School in Lodz 1991-1992. 
Rebecca is currently living in Queens, NY and is a 2003 
recipient of the prestigious New York City Fellowship. 


The New York City Fellowship was established in 2000 
and upholds the conviction that public schools can work, 
but that they must be staffed and led by a community's 
"most talented and accomplished citizens”. 


In the company of Harvard and Yale graduates, Daczka 
graduated in the top of her qualifying tests and is now a 
teacher at Vanguard High School in the Julia Richman 
School at 317 East 67th Street. 


In her own words Rebecca is "a person who has lived 
quite a scrappy life, mostly devoting my energies to the 
arts, !'ve recently arrived at the decision to become a Math 
Teacher in New York's inner-city schools in order to "make 
a difference” in the world. Before being a math teacher, | 
worked on 5th Avenue in a design company specializing in 
branding and Web design. Before that (and still) |! ama 
Filmmaker and worked in the film industry in Canada. 
Before that | was an Itinerant Traveler.” 


Rebecca has directed numerous experimental films that 
have circulated throughout Canada, the United States and 
Europe. 


Check out her blog at www.nymathteacher.com 


John Mac Master - BA 1978 
"As provocative as the staging was (Pagliacci - 
Glimmerglass Opera), the real news there was John Mac 
Master's portrayal of Canio. A Canadian tenor with a 
huge, powerful voice, he summoned every bit of the 
pathos and violence that the role demands.” 

Allan Kozinn - New York Times 


John Mac Master performed in La Scena Musicale's 
Benefit Gala September 17, 2003. He is six years into an 
international career as a leading tenor. in October 2003 
Mac Master will sing Calaf in Turandot at the Opera de 
Quebec and Sweeney Todd at Calgary Opera in January 
31, February 4 & 6, 2004. He will perform Il Trovatore with 
Orchestra London on March 6, 2004 and Pagliacci for 
Opera Pacific in California and Beethovens 9th with the 
Toronto Symphony. 
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"Faking Death” Launched 

"Faking Death: Canadian Art Photography and the 
Canadian Imagination" by Concordia Professor, Penny 
Cousineau-Levine, published by McGill-Queen's 
University Press was launched on September 17, 2003. 
"Faking Death" gives us a history of contemporary 
Canadian photography as well as an original theory for its 
interpretation. The book has received stellar reviews. 


Raymonde April Work Acquired by Rector’s Circle 
The Rector's Circle was established in 1988 to recognize 
the leadership gifts of alumni and friends to Concordia 
University's "Campaign for Concordia". 

The Leonard and Bina Ellen Art Gallery has chosen to 
mark the 15th anniversary of the Rector's Circle, by 
making a provision in the Leonard & Bina Ellen Art 
Acquisition Endowment. This year the Gallery has 
dedicated "Tout embrasser (extraits)” by Raymonde April 
in honour of the members of the Rector's Circle. 
Raymonde April is one of the country’s foremost 
photographers and a Concordia Fine Arts Professor of 
Photography. Her diptych, "Tout embrasser(extraits)"” was 
included in a solo exhibition of her work held at the Eflen 
Gallery in 2001. 


Mel Hoppenheim Students Win Big at Worid Film Fest 
Mel Hoppenheim School of Cinema students virtually 
swept the Awards of the 34th Canadian Student Film 
Festival at the Montreal World Film Festival. They took 
home 4 of the 6 major awards. 


Norman McLaren Award for the best production ($1000 
offered by the National! Film Board of Canada): 
"ELECTRICITE” by Félix Lajeunesse 

This film is also selected for the Munich International 
Festival of Film Schools (November 26-28, 2003). The 
director will be invited to Munich to present his film. 


Best Fiction Production: 
"ONE HOT, ROTTING ZOMBIE LOVE SONG" by 
Christophe Davidson 


Best Animation Production: 
"NAIMA" by Alexandru Dragutescu 


Best Documentary Production: 
“FLIGHT” by Nurjahan Akhlaq 


Concordia MFA Web Site Wins Award 

The Concordia MFA website has been reviewed and 
chosen to bear the 2003-04 Golden web Award from the 
Intemational Association of Web Masters & Designers. 
Check out the site at http://mfa.concordia.ca/ 


PEOPLE 
Concordia Fine Arts is very happy to announce the 
New Tenure Track Hires for 2003-04. 
Christine Beckett - Music 


Eleanor Bond - Studio Arts 

Eleanor Bond has a longstanding reputation as one of 
Canada's premier painters. She received her BFA 
Honours from University of Manitoba in 1976. She was the 
Artist-in-Residence for the MFA Painting Studio at 
Concordia University in 2002-2003. She has been 
teaching at Canadian colleges and universities since 1988. 
Ms. Bond has a stellar research profile with solo 
exhibitions that include the Musée d'Art contemporain de 
Montreal; the Musuem of Contemporary Art in Toronto; the 
Winnipeg Art Gallery; YYZ in Toronto and the Museu de 
Arte Moderma de Sao Paulo, Brazil to name a few. 

Her work has been profiled in many publications including 
Canadian Art, Parachute, Border Crossings and C 
Magazine. Eleanor Bond has influenced a generation of 
artists in her use of the tradition of landscape painting as a 
forum for discussion. 


Elaine Cheasley - Art History 
Erin Manning - Cinema 
Louise Lacroix - Creative Arts Therapies 


Yehudit Silverman - Creative Arts Therapies 

Yehudit Silverman M.A. RDT, DTR is a registered Drama 
Therapist and a registered Dance Movement Therapist. 
She has been a professional performer/director/ 
composer in Dance/Drama/ Music for 25 years. She was 
recently featured as a choreographer and solo performer 
with Music Alive interpretation of "Jack", the stage and film 
version. She has twenty years of Clinical practice in 
Montreal Hospitals. Her research interests include stages 
and clinical application of the Creative Process and the 
use of Myth and Fairy Tale in Therapy. She received a 
CUPFA grant to a make a video about her innovative 
approach to using Myth and Fairy tale in therapy. 


Linda Szabad-Smyth - Art Education 


Welcome! 


Fine Arts Aiumni Chapter 

Concordia Homecoming Arts Festival 

September 28 - October 5, 2003 

Artists who have graduated from Concordia will be 
exhibiting and performing during the University's 
Homecoming Alumni events. 


VAV Gallery Exhibition 
September 29 - October 4, 2003 


Fitm Screening de Seve Theatre 
October 4, 2003 
1:00p.m. - 5:00p.m. 


VAV Gallery Closing Vernissage 
October 4, 2003 
5:00p.m. - 7:00p.m. 


For More Information on the Concordia Homecoming Arts 
Festival Contact: laurels@alcor.concordia.ca 


Visiting Artist Program 

The MFA visiting artist and lecture series annually invites 
a diverse and eclectic range of nationally and 
internationally recognized artists and theorists. A range of 
disciplines, including sound, performance, video, painting, 
film, as well as critics, curators and art historians are 
featured to reflect the broad range of contemporary art 
practice and ideas. 

Lectures are open to the general public 

The Visiting Artist Programme is supported by The Office 
of the Vice-Rector, Concordia University and the Canada 
Council for The Arts. 


Upcoming Talks: 

Nicholas Baier (Montreal-based Artist) 

Artist Talk 

Wednesday, September 24, 2003 

5:00p.m. - 7:00p.m. 

Musée d'art contemporatin de Montréal 

185 Saint-Catherine West 

Co-sponsored by the Concordia Studio Arts Visiting Artist 
Program & the Musée d'art contemporain de Montréal 


"The NEA Tapes" 

This provocative 60-minute documentary reveals the local, 
national and global consequences of increasing 
censorship and budget cuts to the arts in the U.S. The 
film presents 54 individual voices, in a multicultural 
demographic overview of the subject. The film views the 
national outcry against economic censorship by equating 


the funding of ART within the larger context of free speech. 


The screening will be followed by Q&A with filmmakers 
Paul Lamarre & Melissa Wolf. 

Thursday, September 25, 2003 

6:00p.m. - 8:00p.m. 

Hall Building H110 

1455 de Maisonneuve Blbd. West 

Co-sponsored by Concordia Studio Arts & MFA Visiting 
Artist Program and McGill Art History and 
Communications Studies 


Camille Utterback (Rockefeller New Media Fellowship 
Recipient) 

Re-Imagining Inactivity - Artist Talk 

Monday, September 29, 2003 

5:30p.m. - 6:30p.m. 

Visual Arts Building VA-125 

1395 René Levesque West 


Fibres Visiting Artist 

Christine LoFaso 

Textile Artist from Illinois will present her work 
Wednesday, September 24, 2003 

12:30p.m_ - 1:30p.m. 

Visual Arts Pavillion VA 245 

Everyone Welcome! 

Christine LaFaso works with cloth as a means of 
conveying ideas about the body in all its guises: social, 
political, sexual, psychological and spiritual. Using cloth 
as a metaphor, her work explores issues of identity and 
power within the framework of postmodern culture. 
LaFaso is an Associate Professor of Art at Northrn Illinois 
University in DeKalb, tL. 


Invitation to a Public Lecture by Keith Moxey 

The Department of Art History, Concordia University, 
together with the Departments of History and Studio Arts, 
are pleased to invite you to a lecture by Dr. Keith Moxey, 
entitled "Impossible Distance: Past and Present in the 
Study of Direr and Griinwald"” 

Thursday, October 2, 2003 

6:00p.m. 

Hall Building H-937 Concordia University 

1455 de Maisonneuve Blvd. West 

Keith Moxey is a Professor of Art History at Bamard 
College and Columbia University in New York city. His two 
recent books, "The Practice of Persuasion: Politics and 
Paradox in Art History” (2001) and "The Practice of 
Theory: Poststructuralism, Cultural Politics and Art 
History” (1994), present exceptionally lucid and insightful 
analyses of the implications of poststructualist theory for 
the interpretation of culture. In keeping with these 
analyses, Dr. Moxey's lecture will address the notion of 
"historical distance” in cultural interpretation. 

He is also the co-editor of several anthologies: "Art 
History, Aesthetics, Visual Culture” (2002), "The Subjects 
of Art History: Historical Objects in Contemporary 
Perspective” (1998), "Visuat Culture: Images and 
Interpretations” (1994), and "Visual Theory: Painting and 
Interpretation” (1991). 


PERFORMANCES 
Kit Brennan Play at Hudson Theatre 
The award-winning Canadian play Spring Planting, by Kit 
Brennan, is now showing at the Village Theatre in Hudson, 
until Sepember 28th It’s directed by Greg Kramer and 
features Irene Arseneault, Cindy Busby, Wilf Dubé and 
Daniel Giverin. This is the play's fifth professionai 
production - it's played across the country, from B.C. to 
Nova Scotia. 


EXHIBITIONS 
Six 
Thomas Kneubuhler, Brad Muir, Marisa Portolese, James 
Prior, Mariev Robitaille, Mackenzie Stroh 
Curated by Penny Cousineau Levine 
September 6 - October 18, 2003 
Galerie Observatoire 4 
372 Ste-Catherine Street West 
Suite 426 
Gallery Hours: 
Wednesday - Saturday 12:00p.m. - 5:00p.m. 
Tel: (514)866-5320 


Les alres de séduction 

Evergon, Concordia Professor of Photography presents 
“Les aires de séduction” curated by Jean-Rene Leblanc 
September 25 - October 10, 2003 

Galerie de l'Université du Chicoutimi 

555 Université de Québec a Chicoutimi Blvd. 
Chicoutimi, QC 

This show will also be presented at Galerie 
Séquence/Arts visuels et médiatiques. 

September 25 - October 5, 2003 

132 Racine Road 

Chicoutimi, QC 

Vernissage Thursday , September 25, 2003 

7:00pm 


Persona Grata 
"Persona Grata: Portraiture under the lens of young 
photographers” 


Group show Curated by Maurice Forget 

Includes work by Marisa Portolese, Concordia Fine Arts 
Faculty Member 

August 31 - October 5, 2003 

Steward Hall Art Gallery 

176 Lakeshore Road 

Pointe-Claire, QC 

Tel: (514)630-1254 


Concordia Fine Arts Thesis Exhibition at Dare-Dare 
"Waiting Rooms and Offices” 

Adrienne Spier - Thesis Exhibition 

September 6 - October 11, 2003 

Fumiture is designed to accommodate the human body 
and therefore mirrors our shapes and proportions. It is a 
crutch supporting the body's weight, making the days 
easier and more efficient. These desks and chairs were 
designated as garbage by Concordia University. Their 
style had become their disability, and so they became 
dysfunctional. For Waiting Rooms and Offices, they were 
cut apart, further undermining their functionality. Pulleys, 
hinges and cables, all materials designed to increase 
efficiency, were used to put the pieces back together. 
Their new value derives from their failure to act as they 
were first intended. The viewer can choose to change the 
form of the furniture. This allows for refiection on the 
mundane from a puppeteer's perspective. 

DARE DARE 

Centre de diffusion d'art multidisciplinaire de Montréal 
460, rue Sainte-Catherine Ouest espace 505 

Montréal Québec 

Tel : 514.878.1088 

www.cam.org/~daredar 


VAV Gallery 

September 21st - 27th Casing (five responses to the 
embodiment of matter). Vernissage Tuesday, September 
23rd 


September 28th - October 4th Concordia Alumni Show. 
Vernissage Saturday October 4th 


OSCAR PETERSON CO HALL 
Upcoming Concerts 


September 26, 2003 at 7:30pm 

Loyola High School Presents 

AIR FARCE MEETS BOWSER & BLUE 

A benefit performance in support of Reaching New 
Heights Capital Campaign. 

Information and reservations: 514-486-1101. 


October 1, 2003 at 5:00pm 

INTERFAITH SYMPOSIUM 

“From Conflict to Trust: Interfaith Experiences and 
Possibilities’, with speakers Christine Ares (Buddhism), Dr. 
Ira Robinson (Judaism), Dr. Alain Gignac (Christianity) 

and Nasim Mehdi (Islam). Moderated by Jean-Marie 
Yamba Yamba. 

Information and reservations: 514-355-6632 or 
http://www.alislam.org. 


October 3, 2003 at 6:30pm & October 4, 2003 at 5:30pm 
Treasured Possessions Presents 

GOSPEL CONCERT & VARIETY SHOW 

Two nights of drama, dance, music, poetry and much 
more. 

Information and reservations: 514-842-2270. 


The Oscar Peterson Concert Hall is located at Loyola 
Campus. Each month, the hall presents various jazz and 
classical music concerts, many of which are free for 
students. For more information, call (514) 848-4848 or visit 
http://oscar.concordia.ca. 


LEONARD & BINA ELLEN ART GALLERY 
"Sylvia Safdie:The Inventories of invention” 
"Sylvia Safdie:The Inventories of Invention” 
September 10 - November 1, 2003 
Curated by Irena Murray 
Leonard & Bina Ellen Art Gallery 
Concordia University 
1400 de Maisonneuve Blvd. West 
Ground Floor 
Montréal (Québec) Métro Guy-Concordia 
(514) 848-2424 ext. 4750 ellengal@alcor.concordia.ca 
Gallery hours: Tuesday - Saturday 12 p.m. - 6 p.m. 
From September 10 - November 1, 2003 the Leonard & 
Bina Ellen Art Gallery presents "Sylvia Safdie: The 
Inventories of Invention”, the first major solo exhibition of 
this artist in a Montreal public gallery since the late 1980's. 
The exhibition includes recent and new works in various 
media including sculpture, installation, video, and drawing, 
and highlights the complex relationships that have 
developed between the artist's collecting and creative 
practices. 


For Safdie, collecting is more than the assemblage and 
classification of diverse objects; it provides a means by 
which she can explore the metamorphic potential of 
natural materials. Collected objects resonate with personal 
history and narratives, or are otherwise infused with 
symbolic value through the artist's interventions. Safdie's 
work also alludes to the broader themes of time, 
displacement, dislocation, and relocation. This exhibition 
provides a unique opportunity to look into the methodical, 
experimental, aesthetic, and intuitive impulses that shape 
the artist's collecting and creative practices. 


"Sylvia Safdie: The Inventories of Invention” is curated by 
Dr. Irena Murray, Chief Curator of the Rare Books and 
Special Collections Division at McGill University. A full- 
colour bilingual catalogue with essays by Irena Murray and 
Stuart Reid, Director of the Tom Thomson Memorial Art 
Gallery, accompanies the exhibition. 


Sylvia Safdie was bom in Aley, Lebanon in 1942, and lived 
in Israel before moving to Canada in 1953. She obtained a 
Bachelor of Fine Arts degree from Concordia University in 
1975, and has exhibited widely in Canada, the United 
States, and Europe. Her most recent solo exhibition took 
place in 2002, at the Tom Thomson Memorial Art Gallery. 
In 2000, she presented Autres territoires at the Centre 
culturel canadien in Paris. Her work is found in private, 
corporate and public collections in Canada and abroad. 
The artist is represented by Peak Gallery in Toronto, Paul 
Kuhn Gallery in Calgary, and Hochelber Fine Art in 
Montreal. 


SIONS 

Body: Terminus1525.ca 

The National Film Board of Canada and 
COCOSOL1DC1T1 invite Canadian audio and video 
artists ages 15-25 to participate in -40's (Minus Forties) - a 
CD/DVD to be released in 2004 featuring 
remixed/rescored NFB documentaries from the 1940's. 


Focus will be drawn to the role of propaganda films in 
contributing to the Canadian national identity which 
emerged during WWII and the following years. 


Up to 10 audio and 10 video artists will be awarded 
commissions of $1,000 each to produce new compositions 
which re-evaluate these ideas of nationalist ideology 
through the deconstructive techniques of remix. These 
artists will be asked to choose from a prepared list of 
relevent NFB titles, a single documentary each to use as 
their source material. 


Audio artists will select a 4-6 minute visual sequence from 
their chosen film, and then compose an accompanying 
musical score by manipulating sound from the source film 
and their own originally produced music (no samples from 
other sources may be used). 


Video artists will select a 4-6 minute audio sequence from 
their chosen film, and compose a visual! track to 
accompany this audio by manipulating only images from 
the source film and their own originally produced imagery 
(no samples from other sources may be used). 


Eligible artists are Canadians ages 15-25, and must 
register a studio at terminus1525.ca (a simple and free 
process). To be considered, artists must submit 2 
examples of completed works which demonstrate their 
capacity to produce sample-based digital compositions. 
This could include sound art/audio collage, 
electroacoustic/electronic music, video, and/or animation. 


To submit: 

4) Upload work to your terminus1525.ca studio web 
space, and email curator Eric Shinn 
(eric@terminus1525.ca) with your name, age, postal 
address, a description of the uploaded work to be 
reviewed, and a bio/cv. Acceptable formats for upload are 
listed at terminus1525.ca, and may not exceed 20MB/file. 
2) Send you work by post to: 

-40's 

Attn: Eric Shinn 

2250 Girouard, #3 

Montreal, Quebec 

H4A 3C3 


Acceptable formats: 
AUDIO: CD Audio, .mp3 
VIDEO: VHS, .swf, QuickTime 


All submissions must be received by Monday, October 
13th, 2003. (Mailed submissions will not be retumed.) 
Commissions will be made shortly thereafter, with 
commissioned artists expected to produce their work by 
January, 2004. 


For further information please visit www.terminus1525.ca 
or email project producer Eric Shinn at: 
eric@terminus1525.ca 


Submit a Finenews Item 

To inform people within Concordia University and the 
genera! arts community about activity related to Concordia 
Fine Arts departments, performance, exhibition, research, 
alumni submit news items to: 
finenews@vax2.concordia.ca 


